
Nippers Grove near Gallowstree Common 

15 October 2025 

Four members of the FSO and one 

guest surveyed Nippers Grove this year. 

A quick glance at the area opposite the 

entrance gate proved fruitful with two 

pure white fungi: Clitopilus prunulus 

(Miller Mushroom, left) and Tricholoma 

stiparophyllum (Chemical Knight, right). 

 

Clustered near the entrance gate were some beautiful 

lavender mushrooms, later identified by Geoffrey Kibby as 

Inocybe ionolepis (left), a recently classified species of 

fibrecap. 

Chemical tests and the presence of a blue 

ring just below the 

gills made it easy to 

identify the Russula 

chloroides (Blue 

Band Brittlegill). 

 

 



Xerocomellus pruinatus (Matt Bolete) has 

a thin red line around the edge of its 

velvety cap. Its yellow tubes quickly turn 

blue-green when pressed. The stem is 

finely patterned 

with red dots (left). 

Lactarius turpis 

(Ugly Milkcap) was 

seen in decent 

quantities, living up to its name (right). 

 

 

Russula mairei (Beechwood 

Sickener) was a bright spot of colour 

in the beech woods (below). 

Julia holds a fungus for Chris to photograph while 

Caroline considers a Russula and Ann 

looks on. 

Lactarius blennius (Beech Milkcap) showing its 

concentric rings in the beech leaf litter (left). 

 

Russula nitida (Purple Swamp Brittlegill) has 

highly striated edges on its gorgeous cap. The 

white stem is often reddish at the base (right). 



Ann was hoping we’d find 

some Amanita muscaria 

(Fly Agarics) and she was 

not disappointed. 

 

 

We found many Amanita rubescens (Blusher) 

fruitbodies and began to get a bit blasé 

about them until we realised we were also 

looking at their unusual cousin, Amanita 

excelsa var. spissa (Grey-spotted Amanita). 

 

A day at Nippers Grove wouldn’t be complete without a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paxillus involutus (Brown Rollrim)                  or an          Amanita citrina (False Deathcap). 

Text and photos by Linda Seward 


