Bladon Heath
26 October 2025

Bladon Heath near Woodstock is a mixed woodland with a combination of plantation and
ancient woodland. The area includes remnants of past heathland, but the basic ecology is a
mix of deciduous and coniferous trees. The 10 people who assembled for a survey in late
October didn’t have to go far to see their first species.

Coprinopsis atramentaria (Alcohol Inky
Caps) were identified by Caroline in the car
park in various stages of growth, from
small buttons, left to deliquescing caps,
right.

Not to be outdone, some magnificent
Coprinus comatus (Shaggy Inkcaps) shone
in the morning light.
photo below DK

Our leader, Keith Cohen, was very keen
to show us these Typhula fistulosa
(Pipe Clubs) that he had found before
we arrived. They were very difficult to
see hidden in the undergrowth, so we
were glad he knew exactly where they
were.
photo right DK




A number of magnificent Inonotus
hispidus (Shaggy Brackets) were found
on a downed log near the road. You can
see how this fungus got its common
name when looking at the detail below.

Sometimes you just get lucky and one log of joy will produce a number of different fungi
species like these Xylaria hypoxylon (Candlesnuff Fungus, below left) and Trametes versicolor
(Turkeytail, below right).

Not to be outdone, these
Nectria cinnabarina (Orange
Spot) fungi decorated a log just
below the fungi featured
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Max and Caroline confer on a
Cortinarius.

Pterula subulata (Angel Hair Coral) on a
conifer branch. It is a delicate, almost
hairlike, coral fungus that branches
repeatedly towards the smoothly
pointed tips.

Calocera
cornea (Small
Stagshorn) on
a conifer
branch



T The shiny cap of this

| Hygrophorus persoonii (Olive
Woodwax) was very slimy
indeed!

Chondrostereum purpureum
(Silverleaf Fungus) created a
small work of velvety modern
art on a pine stump.

Coprinopsis
lagopus (Hare’s
Foot Inkcap) and a
detail of the cap.

A Macrolepiota rhacodes (Shaggy Parasol),
some ascomycetes and a cluster of
brittlestems rounded out the day’s
collecting which amounted to over 110
species.




